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Dear Parents and Guardians,

Wedne sday, January 25, 2012

Today we celebrate the feast of the conversion of Saint Paul. When the church celebrates

a saintodés day it is almost always on or near the dat
entrance into eternal life 8 something to re ally celebrate!! There are only three instances

where the birthdays are commemorated in the liturgical year: Jesus, Mary, and John the

Baptist. But the conversion of Saint Paul is unique among sai nt 0 selebratigns.

You may recal |l tetsianthappeaad wlies he evas orvthe way to Damascus to
round up the guilty Christians and bring them to prison. He was always a type A, zealous
over-achiever, and there was no doubt that his faith deeply penetrated into his life. On his
journey, Scripture  says that he was unexpectedly surrounded by a light which had the
effect of knocking him to the ground, and he was blinded for three days. He heard a voice

call out to him, 0Saul, Saul, why are you persecutir
not in that it is spectacular and sensational, for God does not often work in this way. But

it does reveal that the call to faith and to conver :
was going about his duty as he saw it, when God interrupted. Paul, though mis taken

about the guilt of Christians, was sincere of heart, and this enabled God to take the
initiative to call him to conversion.

Paul s conversion was from one religion ,anm anot her,
happened in a very short time. We wh o are already baptized and on the way, may not

need a conversion of religion, but we all need a conversion of heart. There are parts of our

hearts that are not fully converted to Christ, not fully given to Him. There are parts of our

hearts that we hide  from Him because we want to continue in this sin, or this excessive

pleasure or anger , or this misuse of time or money or power . Today we entrust ourselves

to the patronage and intercession of Saint Paul, that God would find in us a sincere heart ,
desirou s of full conversion.  Let us give God permission to knock  us down with His
brightness, even if it means  we are blinded (confused, angry, hurt) for awhile. Sometimes

it is only from this perspective that we can lose our pride and humble ourselves before

God. He will work in our hearts to the degree that we wish Him to do so. Do not fear to
open wide your hearts to Him.

We hope you will join us in celebrating Our Lady of Mount Carmel School Community next
week during Catholic Schools Week. Join us for M ass, volunteer appreciation day, the
Italian Dinner, or join us in spirit by praying for our school and for Catholic education
around the country.

With prayers for your family,

Sister Dominic, O.P.

The Student Council approached me this wee k to ask for a few student privileges during
Catholic Schools Week, to which | agreed. Please note:

Tuesday ,January31 stwi || be o0Twin Dayé. Pick a twin (or tri
child chooses not to participate, he/she should come in norma | school uniform.

Wednesday, Februaryl sti s st udent appreciation day. Students 1
the Decadesdé (1960s, 70s, or 80s) or may dress out
handbook. Students will receive sufficient information in their classrooms.

Do not conform yourselves to this age, but be transformed by the renewal of your Rimdsis 172



Upcoming Calendar of Events

January

Friday, January 27

School Mas$ 8:15

Italian Dinner & Talent Show

Sunday, January 29

Catholic Schools WeeRegins

Open Housd.2:3(pm-2pm

Monday, January 30

CSWi Parent Appreciation Day

PCHS JV boys & girls iball games

Tuesday, January 31

CSW i Parish & Priest Appreciation Day

Twin Dress Day (optional)

100" Day of School

Pray the Rosary 8:19:00 am
February

Wednesday, February 1

CSWi StudentAppreciation Day

From the Decades Dress Day (1960s

1980s) or regular out of uniform

Thursday, February 2

Counselorodos Corner

Mary Immaculate & Family Focus%@é
offering the following classes:

Active Parenting Nowfor parenting children ages12.
Mondays, Jan 23 until Feb. 2ffom 6:30- 8:30 pm.

Surviving Your Adolescentsi Thursdays, Feb. 2, until
March 1, from 6:3G 8:30p.m.

Classes held at MIH Resource Center are Free.
Call 886-6511 to register

Classes offered by CHKD at the
Rock Landing Site:

Life with a Strong-willed Child T Thursday, Jan. 26, 2012
from 6:307 8:30 p.m.

Classes held at CHKD ard-ree.
Register atwww.chkd.org/classes

CSW i Faculty/Staff Appreciation Day
Friday, February 3

CSW i Volunteer Appreciation Day;
Volunteers come and enjoy coffee and
muffins following Mass.

School Mas$ 8:15

First Friday Adoration

NET Retreat 7/8 Grades

Is Christ calling you to serve Him in
others as a sister, brother, deacon or pries
Call Father Michael Boehling (804) 359

5661, or
write: mboehling@richmonddiocese.org

Need based Financial Aidis available
through Our Lady of Mount Carmel School
Scholarship Funds and on the Diocesan le\

through the McM#&on Parater Foundation ang
the DiocesarParishSharing Fund.

Families interested in applying for financial a
should go tovww.factstuitionaid.conand
complete the required paperwork.

The deadhe for families with students
returning to OLMC to apply is
March 1, 2012; no exceptions

Are you interested in earning
volunteer hours?

TheUsed Book Salas in need of help.

If interested, contact

B

Marybeth Bochel 344-4558.

Applications are currently being accepted fg
the 2A2-2013 school year.

Re-registration for families wlho currently
attend OLMC School idue
Friday, January 27, 2012.
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oLMC
SCHOOL

Our Lady of Mount Carmel School

A Tradition of Excellence, Rooted in Christ.

OPEN HOUSE

preK(4) - 8th Grade
January 29, 2012 12:30-2:00pm

FORMAL PRESENTATION BEGINS AT 12:45

You are invited to come meet the teachers and
visit the classrooms your child(ren) will be enter-
ing into this coming school year. We encourage
you to invite a friend or neighbor and spend a
Sunday afternoon together, learning what
OLMC can offer. Raffles, Refreshments and a
chance to win free registration for the 2012-2013

Christ Centered and
Educationally Stimulat-
ing Environment

Small Class Sizes with
Low Student-to-Teacher
Ratios

Financial Aid Available
Bus Transportation &
Before/After School
Care

Fully Accredited
through SACS and
VCEA

Full Day Preschool
Program Available
Awarded the National
Blue Ribbon for Excel-
lence in Education

52 Harpersville Road Newport News, VA 23601 757-596-2754
www.olmc-school.com admissionsi@olmc-school.com




Night at the
Oscars

Would you like to get lots of service hours, support your
school, and have fun? We need you!

1 Setup

1 Clean up

1 Cake makers

1 Class auction projects

1 Servers for dinner

1 Soliciting businesses$or items

1 Soliciting businesses for ads

1 Soliciting businesses for sponsors
fTDoné6ét forget! 2 donations pe

Do you want to meet new families and get involved with your
school? This is a great opportunity for all of our families to
show support for aur school. Remember this is our #1 fund
raiser and the benefits are endless.

If you have any questions, please contact:
Tammy Dessoffy/Auction Chair(757)5933621 or
Michele Smith/Development (757)59@754






