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Dear Parents and Guardians,

Happy Catholic Schools” Week! We're starting a little late, but I think we’ll still have great fun for the rest of this
week! In my extra time on Monday and Tuesday, I revisited some of the Church’s documents about Catholic
education - it seemed appropriate for Catholic Schools” Week - and I have quoted a few choice statements for
you below.

“The specific purpose of a Catholic education is the formation of boys and girls who will be good citizens of this
world, loving God and neighbor and enriching society with the leaven of the gospel, and who will also be
citizens of the world to come, thus fulfilling their destiny to become saints.” Gravissimum Educationis, 8

“A Catholic school...cannot be a factory for the learning of various skills and competencies designed to fill the
echelons of business and industry. Nor is it for “clients” and “consumers” in a competitive marketplace that
values academic achievement. Education is not a commodity, even if Catholic schools equip their graduates with
enviable skills. Rather, ‘the Catholic school sets out to be a school for the human person and of human persons.””
The Holy See’s Teaching on Catholic Schools p.24

“In a Catholic school, everyone should be aware of the living presence of Jesus the ‘Master” who, today as
always, is with us in our journey through life as the one genuine ‘Teacher,” the perfect Man in whom all human
values find their fullest perfection. The inspiration of Jesus must be translated from the ideal into the real. The
gospel spirit should be evident in a Christian way of thought and life which permeates all facets of the
educational climate.” The Religious Dimension of Education in a Catholic School, 25

“The integral formation of the human person, which is the purpose of education, includes the development of all
the human faculties of the students, together with preparation for professional life, formation of ethical and
social awareness, becoming aware of the transcendental and religious education. Every school, and every
educator in the school, ought to be striving ‘to form strong and responsible individuals, who are capable of
making free and correct choices,” thus preparing young people ‘to open themselves more and more to reality,
and to form in themselves a clear idea of the meaning of life’[The Catholic School, 31].” Lay Catholics in Schools, 17

May we be, as a Catholic school, what the Church asks of us.

We will have school on President’s Day, Monday, February 15th and on Holy Thursday, April 1st.
February 15t will be a normal dismissal day and April 1st will be a noon dismissal day.

May God bless each of you as He knows best.

Sincerely in Christ,
Sister John Paul, O.P.

Documents quoted:

Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, Gravissimum Educationis (1964)

Congregation for Catholic Education, The Catholic School (1972)

Congregation for Catholic Education, The Religious Dimension of Education in a Catholic School (1988)
Congregation for Catholic Education, Lay Catholics in Schools: Witnesses to Faith (1982)




Upcoming Calendar of Events

Wednesday, February 3

School Mass 8:15am

Middle School Open House — 6:00pm

Thursday, February 4

Rosary — Commons Meeting Space (church) 8:15am
Friday, February 5

School Mass 8:15am

Sunday, February 7

Open House (all grades) — 11:00am-12:30pm

Wednesday, February 10 Year for Priests
Human Development Curriculum Parent Meeting/Dinner 6:00pm June 19, 2009 - June 19, 2010
Friday, February 12 Please join us in praying for the following priests this week:
School Mass 8:15am

Valentine’s Day Class parties 2:00pm Father Anthony Ngo
Monday, February 15 Father Joseph Phien Nguyen
School in session — Snow make up day Father Neal Nichols
Tuesday, February 16 Father Columba Nnorom
Mardi Gras Father David Nott
Wednesday, February 17 Father William O’Brien
Ash Wednesday — School Mass 8:15am Father James Parke
Friday, February 19 Monsignor Robert Perkins
School Mass 8:15am Monsignor Joseph Pham

Jump Rope for Heart
Friday, February 26
School Mass 8:15am
Last day of 2" trimester
Saturday, February 27
PC Auction

SNOW DAY UPDATES FOR CATHOLIC SCHOOLS’ WEEK

Wednesday, February 3, 2010
f 1:30 p.m. Dismissal CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

1 Massat8:15a.m.
1 Open House 6:00 p.m. ¢ 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, February 4, 2010
9 Teacher Appreciation Day

Friday, February 5, 2010
T 8:15a.m. Mass
1 Normal First Friday Adoration schedule

1 Volunteer Appreciation ¢ Reception following the 8:15am School Mass

Sunday, February 7, 2010
9 Open House 11:00 ¢ 12:30 p.m.

Monday, February 8, 2010
9 Student Appreciation Day maksp - Students may wear regular out of uniform or twins
No Homework night
Volleyball game at 2:00 p.m.

Crusader Grams will be sold for the remainder of the week.
The 100 Can Challenge will continue through Friday. (There will be no assembly to count the
cans.)




Saints of the Week

Wednesday, February 3 ¢ St. Blaise
Thursday, February 5 ¢ St. Agatha
Tuesday, February 8 ¢ St. Jerome Emiliani
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Volunteers needed

would be greatly appreciated.

Volunteers are also needed to
Please refer to
Contact AnaMari Clem at 595

the information
-2429 or

Wednesday, February 10
6:00pm

on the night of the meeting

1 Help heat up lasagnas and prepare salad (4:30 -6:00pm)

f Serve dinner to parents of 5 ™ 1 8™ grade students (5:45  -7:00pm)

1 Clean up a fter dinner (7:00 -8:00pm)

1 In order for the parents of the 5 h_8™ grade students to participate

fully in the meeting, volunteers of parents with younger children

send in lasagnas, salad, drink
letter that was sent home last week.
anamari67 @hotmail.com

beginning at 4:30 pm to:

s and desserts.

if you can help.

Thank you!!!

Jump Rope for Hearts & Hoops for Heart 2010
will take place at OLMC School on
Friday, February 19.

Submit a poster for the Family Poster Contedty
Friday, January 29 and you could win out of uniform
passes for your children.

Visit www.Mrsrace.weebly.com and click on
“Jump Rope for Heart!” to find out more.
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Saturday, March 20, 2010

Donations are being accepted.

O!
A
B

Send in your donation by February 5 and earn five
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From the Business Office

91 Thank you to all school Bingo workers.
Your generous help has earned $5775 for
our school.

9 Thank you for being so generous during
our second Mass collection on January
22. OLMC School will send $811 for
earthquake relief in Haiti.

1 Mrs. Kiser will be out of the Business
Office the week of February 8. If you
need her assistance, please leave her a
voice message at X.214 and she will
return your call upon her return.

service hour s.
One service hour can be written off for each donation
valued at $100.

Donations are greatly appreciated and all OLMC
Families are asked to donate 2 items to the auction.
&1 O A AT i Pl AGA 1TEOO 1T £ 00¢
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For more information contact Mrs. Carol Burke at 369
9672 or

Via email atcaburke@petemarkos.hrcoxmail.com

Parents Raising Safe Kids

This program is designed for Spanish speaking
parents of children birth to 8 years of age. Free
child care is available. Program is every
Wednesday through March 24 from 9:30-
11:30am at First Baptist Church Newport News.
There is no cost.

For more information or to register contact
Cecilia Gonzalez @ 812-4602.
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